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This Sydney terrace now enjoys a simplifed floor plan,
gallery-like internal spaces and a lush outdoor courtyard
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HOME

he owners of this 1890s home in Syducy
endured five years of dampness, pests and
almost unbearable temperature conditions
before they hired Bianca Pohio, director of
Pohio Adams Architeets, to bring this house

into the 215t century. re and ﬁttings”

“We had lived in the house for a while before we decided to

OHIO, INTERIOR DESIGNER

renovate in October 2020, says the owner. “Every time it
rained, water would run down our walls, and mice and insects
would enter the house through large gaps under the doors. It
wasn't insulated, so we would be freczing in winter and boiling
hot in summer. The backyard was also a wasteland that T
couldn't plant into, as the whole space was tiled and concreted”
Initially employed to develop a rear car space at the property,
Bianca was then brought on to redesign the entire interior of the
home. “Having last been renovated in the 1980s, the house was
tatty and desperately in need of a tidy-up. The stairs to the lower
ground level required a limbo dance and were very narrow; and
the lower level was disjointed by split levels, multiple floor
finishes and a poor visual and phy:
garden;” says Bianca. “The bricf evolved organically as the client
developed an understanding of the project’s true potential. A key
aspect of the project was to create a much more functional lower
ground floor that relocated the kitchen, reset the split-level floor,
and drew the exterior spaces into the house. In addition, a refit
of the upper-level bathrooms and reworking of the ground level
to create a studio/study and laundry, were included in the scope.”
In response, Bianea developed a scheme that is peaceful and
gallery-like to accommodate the client’s collection of art and
abjects. She has transformed the lower level into a contemporary

connection to the

Kitchen, living and dining space by removing walls, cnlarging
transitional openings and removing the split-level floor, which
allowed for a powder room and TV room on the same level
At ground level, she converted what was a forlorn study to a
functional laundry, and made a studio out of the abandoned
ground-floor balcony. That level’s bathroom was stripped back
to become a streamlined and clutter-free space that services a
Dbedroom and second living area. The main bedroom, second
bedroom and another bathroom are located on the first floor.
Biay
lower level to the ground floor and an outdoor garden terrace
adjacent to the kitchen/dining space. The floor on this level is
white-oxide-tinted cement, which is also used on the plinth ! i e e VO

modifications have a new set of stairs linking the

running the length of the room, supporting the living room B = a custom New Yorki
fireplace, displaying objects and forming banquette seating.
Aesthetically, the house is almast unrecognisable now its
interiors awash with white expanses and black details. “A white
‘backdrop with accents of black created a blank canvas on which
aur creative client could add colour and personality — with
artwork, objects and various pieces of furniture and fittings"
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€3 good news

This home employs double-

glazing to reduce heat gain and

loss, and large. shop-style front

awnings to reduce the effects

of the hot western sun. In

summer, ample cross

ventilation ensures a cool

breeze moves through the

home and the lower-evel

concrete floors are cool. In

winter, when the hydronic

heating is running on
ak povier the

floors absorb and retain heat

for maximum comfort

says Bianca. “Materials in shades of white, such as the white-
oxide concrete flooring and the whitewashed timber floors, the
irs and

waxed white Venetian plaster walls, the white-painted s

the predominantly white New York stons mployed

-like spac

we

throughout to create a light and airy, gall
gt g Y 82

However, it’s the unusual wedge-shaped lower level that really

steals the limelight in this gorgeous renovation. “The lower-

ground level created a planning challenge as there were limited
parallel walls,” says Bianca. “But the irregular configuration
offered an opportunity for the inclusion of unexpected

This dramatic

sculptural forms, such as the trapezoid kitche
space has tongue-and-groove cabinetry fronts by Ital Furniture
finished Black Forest
¢ benchtops and splashback

lacquered in mate black, with leathe:

granite from CDK Stone on €
The extractor bulkhead has been wrapped in powdercoated metal

inish

to a high-gloss car-lacqu:
Completed in October 2021 after a f:nrl\, hassle-free build.
the home now has many lovely spaces to enjoy. Unsurprisingly.

the owner's favourite part is the lower level. “It op

lush, tropical, north-facing garden that’ like a
the owner. “Finally. the house fecls solid and complete.” [0

Poltio Adams is at pohivadams.com and @pohioadams

KITCHEN (top and cpposite) Beautiful gran te and other h
Inclusions define this eye-catching space. Appliances from Fisher & Paykel
VZUG and Winnings are integrated into the cabinetry, which features handies
from Joseph Giles Bolerosink, Franke Vola tapware, Sydney Tap &
roomware: Flos Kap'ceiling lights, Euroluce. Mater bar stools, Cult
DINING AREA (10p left) As befare, with beeswax bowi candes from ALM
COURTYARD (left) The landscape design by Simon Howard of Dangar
Barin Smith s flourishing Bush-hammered limestone, Onsite MetaHramedt
Windows Australia Bench seat. ceramic stools and table. Anibou
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MAIN BEDROOM (ieft) Dulux Whisper White wals, whitewashed Oregon
timber flooring and gloss-white cabinetry by Ital Furniture make the room

LESSONS LEARNT | feel spacious and lightfiled Bench. Tigmi Trading STAIRS (bottom right)
More Whisper White makes for a smooth transition between the old and
« 5 B new sections PK22 lounge char, Cult BATHROOM (bottor left and
Don’t FUSh into epposite) What used to bea poky room with a lo celing is now a
anythlng” HOME glamorous 1950s-nspired bathroom with walls in Venetian plaster and
News York marble from CDK Stone. Popharm flaor tes, Onsite Agape bath
“We learnt to be pat Y Artedomus. Yola tapware, sink and tollet. Sydney Tap & Bathroomware.
renovation pro¢ Michael Anastassiades double wall sconce: Mobila
circumstan 2
1Verandah
26ty
3Bedroom
45tudo ving
55tudy
6 Bathroom/
laundry
7Bedroom
8Bedroom
[ 9 Bathroom

10 Courtyard
1 Bathroom

FIRSTFLOOR

13 Living reom
14 Dining area
15 Kitchen
16 Terrace
17 Parking

GROUND FLOOR

LOWER LEVEL

INSIDE OUT | 77



Inside Out - May 2022

COURTYARD (left) “Integration between inside and out was a big driver in
this design” says Bianca. “The sub-ropical plants were selected to reference
the owiner’s Samoan heritage’ LOWER LEVEL (apposite) In the elevated
farmal lving area at the back is a tan leather sofa purchased from Living
Edge. Artwork on kitchen wall by Mirdidingkingathi Juwarnda Sally Gabor

“We introduced green
jungle-like plantings in the
outdoor space adjacent to

the dining area” einca
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CLOCKWISE (from top) Agape Vieques metal and wood bathtub, POA, Artedomus Laguna Black Granite surface, POA, CDK Stone Fopham Design 2
Pentagon tiles, POA, Onsite Supply + Design Pallas powdercoated-metal table, PO, ClassiCon Palina vase, §27, Luxe Floral & Home Co. Utensil vase in Milk, 2
$108, Mud Australia Stolt Ridge vase, 39, Scandinavian Designs. Roquebrune leather chair in Black by Elleen Gray, POA, ClassiCon Ascent handmade wool 3
rugin Blue, from §17495, Zanui B&R ltala Camaleonda’ modular sofa in Beta Walnut leather, §54175 Space Furniture Flos Find Me I pendant light, POA. g
Euroluce Story Place King Alfred's Counry Ink-on-paper artwork by Mirdidingkingathi Juwarnda Sally Gabor (50cm x 45cm), $850, Alcaston Gallery E
U vase 01223 In Brass, $350, ACV Studio. Mater high upholstered stool, from $2050, Cult Michael Anastassiades DSIS0’ wall light, $1340, Mobilia g
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