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GRAND GESTURE

Bringing this 1920s home into the 21st century has transformed
it into a family-friendly entertainer’s paradise too.

STORY Karen Spresser | PHOTOGRAPHY Prue Ruscoe

ADE This gr uding'a total
Tefurbishment of the first floor to include Bedroons and a living space for the family's

teenage sons. ENTRY The front doaris painted Porter’s Paints DolceMitg. Antique bench
The VaulESydney. Mirror, Deco Mirors. Apparatus 'Trap ndantlight, Criteria. AUSTRALIAN HOUSE & GARDEN | 69




ENTRANCE A St Tropez table
from MCM House holds vases
and pieces from Orient House
and Wedgwood. Walls painted
Taubmans Crisp White
(throughout). LIVING Opposite
Joe sofa, MCM House. F598
‘Groovy’ chair by Pierre Paulin
and Jacques Adnet coffee table,
15tDibs. Four Lamp Circle
pendant, Anna Charlesworth.
Artworks behind sofa by Clare
Dubina from En Gold. Artwark
behind red chair by Justin
Dingwall from .M Contemporary.
Rug, Rebyn Cosgrove.
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twas the light-filled living room with its decorative
ceilings and original features that persuaded
the owners to buy this grand 1920s house in
Sydney’s eastern suburbs. “Ilove the living room,”
they say. “We've had a lot of fabulous parties in
it - it’s the reason we bought the house. It has
windows on both sides and opens out to a big verandah
that has wonderful views.”

After buying the home in 2016, the owners made a few
minor alterations. A first-floor addition had been built
about 30 years prior, but it needed updating, so for the
first couple of years, the family all lived on the ground
floor and shared one bathroom.

When it came time torenovate, Bianca Pohio and Chris
Adams of Pohio Adams Architects were asked to take
on the project; the pair were familiar with the house,
having already designed a couple of bespoke pieces of
furniture for the family. The renovation was done in stages
- first the upstairs area, where the brief was to include

HOUSES

bedrooms, a bathroom and a living area for their teenage
sons and, then downstairs, to ereate both an ensuite
and a dressing room for the main bedroom, as well as a
powder room for guests.

“The idea of the first floor was to set up something
almost apartment-like for their sons,” says Chris. “The
space was totally gutted then divided by big sliding panels
to create two bedrooms with a living area in between,
the latter of which can be used as another bedroom
when needed.” The first floor also includes a kitchenette,
spacious bathroom and a study nook.

“There’s a lot of flexibility with how it can work with the
barn sliding doors. The aim for the top floor was to be a
relaxed, casual place,” says Bianca. “The ground level is
much more opulent and decorative.”

Downstairs, the architects reworked the floor plan
through the front of the house to create the ensuite,
dressing room and powder room. A steel-framed glass
door now separates this parents’ area from the rest of »
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HALLWAY The hallway leads through ta the apen-plan kitchen/dining area.
The staircase to the first floor was redone in keeping with the era of the
house. Artwork by Paul Rousso, Piermarg. Wall sconce, Barovier Rostrato.
KITCHEN/DINING Opposite lsland bench topped with honed Carrara marble.
Flos Infra-Structure pendant above island, Euroluce. Serge Mouille ‘Applique 3

ng light and Mater high stools, Cult Design.

Bras Pivotants’ c

the bes‘t\gersmn
of the %@ I had

NI

the ground floor. “The design that Bianca and Chris came
up with was to put a wall down the entryway to create
acorridor and one of the bedrooms became the dressing
room,” says the owner. “Soit’s like a parents’ apartment
in a way. It’s lovely”

Crisp white walls and dark floorboards form a strong
base throughout the ground floor and make a perfect
backdrop for touches of colour brought in through
the furniture and artworks. “Chris and Bianca were
very much involved in the decorating as well - it’s
amazing to work with architects who really notice and
feel your style and take it to another level,” says the
owner. “They inspired me to do the best version of
the vibe I had in mind.”

While the back of the ground floor had been renovated
earlier - the kitchen and dining areas open to a
landscaped garden and pool - Chris and Bianca created
a walk-in pantry in the kitchen and redid the
staircase from the ground floor to the first floor. They
also refinished the floors throughout for consistency
and to improve the flow from room to room. “They
had about four different types of flooring,” says Chris.
“Pulling them all together with one finish helped to
unify the spaces.” >
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“In terms of coming together and separating out,
the house now does everything the owners want.”

CHRIS ADAMS, ARCHITECT

d and Orient House. b
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Porter’s Paints Nettle
(bathroom panelling)




THIS IS
THE LIFE
Built-in cabinetry and
generous hanging space
provide plentiful storage
with splashes of glamour
added via materials such
as Nero Picasso marble,
walnut veneer, brass
detailing, luxe fabrics
and soft colours. “My
dressing room s really
special,’ says the owner
“lt'salovely space to
spend time it. It’s
amazing how often my
friends and | end up
hanging out in there.”
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MAIN BEDROOM This page and apposite The
credenza was designed by the architects prior to the
ion. Four-poster bed, Handel
Bedlinen, Cultiver. Joy ottoman, Jardan. Arflex
‘Botolo’ chair, Space. Antique kilim, Perryman
Carpets. Artwork on credenza (right) by Bec Smith
from Saint Cloche. Other artwork, artist unknown.

The whole design was about being sympathetic to the
building’s origins while modernising the flow and
functionality of the house, says Bianca, *We wanted to
create a sense of cohesiveness in a house that was a
grand old lady, with lovely bones but which was a bit
discombobulated from additive kind of approaches over
the years. I think this intervention pulled it all together...
with the intent of respecting that level of decorative
beauty houses of the 1920s had.”

“The way it works now is as a couple of apartments...
I['think in terms of coming together and separating out,
it does everything they want,” says Chris.

The owners say the renovation has definitely
revolutionised the way they live in the house. “It’s
changed everything. When we began the renovation, the
boys were on the cusp of teenagehood and it was getting
hard for us to all live on one level with one bathroom.
Now they have their own space and they make noise
and have their own mess and I don’t have to deal with
it unless I really want to. It's given us the privacy and
the room we all need.” >
Pohio Adams Architects, Paddington, NSW: 0408 918 058
or pohioadams.com. Superior Interiors, Haberfield,
superiorinteriors.com.au.
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THE SOURCE

Tactile elements deliver little touches of luzury
with a low-key, laidback vibe.

¢ +

BATHROOM This image and abore lefl Stu
basins and Brodware ‘Yokato' basin mixers
and Bathroomware. Panelling painted P
Nettle. Polarity terrazzo tiles, Fibonacci. Kald
Duo’ bath, Bathe. Anton wall scon
M Above Giselle bedhead, Heatherly
Bedside table, Orient House. Artv

1 Arflex ‘Botolo’ chair by Cini Boeri, $5925, Space. 2 B289L table lamp, $1955, Contents International Design.
3 Australian House & Garden wood-look resin cutlery, $149.95/16-piece set, Myer. 4 Form No.234 artwork by
Clare Dubina, $3960, En Gold. 5 lvory temple jar, POA, Xavier Furniture. 6 No.81l Hoffmann dining chair,
$682, Thonet. 7 St Tropez dining table, $2620, MCM House. 8 Montpelier lantern (8cm), $1420, Janus et Cie.
9 Haven Inspired ‘Luxe Farmers Market’ candle, $25, Spatlight. 10 Brielle 3-seater sofa, $4699, Domayne.

For Where to Buy, see page 188. H&G
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